TEN REASONS FOR REPEALING
THE TEST ACT.1

I.

"DECAUSE the Presbyterians are people of such great
U interest in this kingdom, that there are not above ten of
their persuasion in the House of Commons, and but one in
the House of Lords; though they are not obliged to take
the sacrament in the Established Church to qualify them to
be members of either House.

2. Because those of the Established Church of this king-
dom are so disaffected to the King, that not one of them
worth mentioning, except the late Duke of Ormond,2 has
been concerned in the rebellion; and that our Parliament,
though there be so few Presbyterians, has, upon all occasions,
proved its loyalty to King George, and has readily agreed to
and enacted what might support his government.

1  " This Tract is from a rare broadside copy.   It appears to be written
by the Dean, and the arguments correspond with those he uses else-
where."   So says Scott; but Monck Mason considers this tract no more
the work of Swift than several others he mentions.    See note prefixed
to " The Presbyterians' Plea of Merit."   [T. S.]

2  James Butler, Duke of Ormond (1610-1688), was lieutenant-general
of the army of Ireland during the rebellion of 1641.    After his defeat
of General Preston, in 1643, he was appointed Lord-Lieutenant of Ire-
land ; but retired to France on the fall of the Stuart dynasty.    The execu-
tion of Charles caused Ormond to land again in Ireland for the purpose
of rousing that country in favour of the royal cause; but he forsook it on
the landing of Cromwell.  At the Restoration he came over with Charles,
and was raised, for his services, to the dukedom.    He was, however,
deprived of his lord-lieutenancy for his friendship for the exiled Claren-
don.    He had a narrow escape for his life from the plots of Colonel
Blood, whom he forgave at the request of the King.    In 1682 he was
rewarded by being promoted to an English dukedom.   [T. S.]